
 
TOPICS TO COVER IN BASIC MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

 
 
 

As we begin this class together, it is important to know that the Baptist faith gathers around 
three essential points:  (a) The Bible is the sole Word of God (sola scriptura);  (b)  A person’s 
faith in Jesus Christ is the one and only way to forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life (sola 
fide);   (c)  Every Christian is equally called to use his/her gifts and talents to serve the Lord, 
and every act of service is equally important in the Kingdom’s work (priesthood of the 
believer).  While all 19 points in our Statement of Faith are important, we will examine these 
three key elements in this brief overview of Clifford Baptist Church’s ministry. 
 

(a)      We believe in the Triune nature of God . . . God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), 
and God the Holy Spirit, and that every word of the Bible is given by inspiration of God.  
The Bible alone is our source of understanding faith, salvation, obedient living, and 
eternal life.  All ministries, teachings, and actions of the church must be in accordance 
and obedience to the Word of God. (Sola scriptura) 
 
(b)      We do believe that Romans 3:23 is true, that “all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.”  Every person is lost and dying in sin and separation from God.  However, 
in love God offers all people forgiveness and life through Jesus Christ.  We believe Jesus 
was born of a virgin, lived a perfect human life, and died a literal, sacrificial death on the 
cross to take our punishment for sin.  Anyone who admits his/her sin before God, and 
places his/her faith in Jesus as Savior will be forever, eternally forgiven by God (sola 
fide).  The Holy Spirit comes to live in that heart, and the believer begins a new life.  It is 
a changed life, because we no longer desire to follow our will.  We want to submit to the 
will and Word of God in the way we live, and that process of growth and maturity 
extends through our entire life.   
 
(c)   The Church is an essential part of the believer’s life in Christ.   

          It is absolutely essential for the Christian to worship, pray, study, and    
          serve with other believers who have committed to walking with Jesus  
          Christ as Savior and Lord.    As we take a closer look at the character  
          of church membership, turn to pages 3 and 4 in the Constitution, as we  
          read the Church Covenant together.  There are specific responsibilities  
          when you come for church membership, and the Covenant spells them  
          out very well: 
 

**Engage to walk together in love, taking care of each other, and to  
 offer Christian guidance to our brothers and sisters. 
 
**Forsake not assembling together; joining in the joy and responsibility of praying 
together; bearing and offering support for each others needs;  



 
**Acting in such a way to keep our testimony pure, because your life is a reflection of 
the entire ministry of Clifford Baptist Church.  Our Covenant is specific about lifestyles 
that honor Jesus Christ and build integrity in the church body.  We refrain from any 
attitude or activity that would damage our testimony, cause another person to stumble in 
faith, or bring reproach upon the church’s reputation as the people of God.  (Discuss 
alcohol and drug usage with regard to this statement.)  On page 1, Article III, you will 
find this statement:  “We adhere to God’s teaching on the covenant of marriage between 
one man and one woman, the sanctity of life from conception to natural death, and 
practices of personal sexual purity.”  We do not condone or affirm our society’s practice 
of abortion.  Likewise, we do not condone or affirm sexual activity outside of the bond 
of marriage, couples living together outside the bond of marriage, or people pursuing 
any form of homosexual behavior.  Although people of all walks of life are welcome at 
Clifford Baptist Church as we worship and seek Jesus Christ, the church cannot extend 
membership to those who are actively pursuing lifestyles that are contrary to the Bible’s 
definition of a Godly life.  (Ref  Jeremiah 1:5; I Corinthians 6:9-10, 18-20;  Romans 
1:26-32.) 
 
**Contribute faithfully to the ongoing ministry of the church 
 
**Strive to support the ministry by contributing your personal talent, time, and energy 
within the church . . . GET INVOLVED!  (Priesthood of the Believer).  (Discuss the 
Truth that all callings, positions, and jobs are equally important in the ministry and 
outreach of the church.)  

 
As part of the packet of materials you have been provided, you have received a listing of the 
“Slate of Servants” for our ministry team.  Please take the time to look over this list of service 
opportunities in the church.  We would love to know where God has talented you for ministry, 
so that you may be “plugged in” to do His work here.  All our church servants are considered by 
the Nominating Committee.  While most members assume their church positions on September 
1 (which begins our new church year), you may be added to a ministry team as needs arise 
throughout the year.   
 
 
TIME FOR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS 



CBC INFORMATION RECORD 
We would ask that you fill out this information and give it to Pastor Mike today along with your signed “Completion of 

Course” form in this packet. This information will be put in the computer and upon your desire to join, will be given to 

the Clerk to send for a transfer of letter to the appropriate church if you are transferring from another church. 

We also would like to ask your permission (upon joining Clifford) to publish your contact information and photo in our 

on‐line directory (password protected) and periodical publication for the congregation as an update on new members. 

___ I grant permission to share our contact information and photo with the congregation by way of the  online church 

directory and publication. 

___I do not grant permission to share our contact information in the online church directory and publication. 

Mr.   Mrs.    Miss   Widow/er (circle one)         Joining Date_________ 

Name: ______________________________________    Date of Birth: __ / ____/ ____ 

Address: Street _______________________________________________________________ 

       City_________________________, State_____________   Zip Code ______________ 

Home Phone: ___________________________ Work Phone: ___________ (not published in directory) 

Cell Number _________________________ (optional to publish in directory ‐ circle Yes or No) 

E‐mail: ______________________________ (optional to publish in directory  ‐ circle Yes or No) 

Wedding Anniversary: _____/________/_____ 

Spouse_________________________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 

Cell Number__________________ (publish Yes or No)   E‐mail: __________________(publish Yes or No) 

PLEASE ONLY LIST CHILDREN LIVING IN THE HOUSEHOLD WITH YOU: 

Child: ____________________________ Birth date: ____/____/____ 

Child: ____________________________ Birth date: ___/____/____ 

Child: ____________________________ Birth date: ____/____/____ 

Child: ____________________________ Birth date: ___/____/____ 

When membership is requested, it will be by: (Circle One) Statement of Faith or Letter of Transfer  

If by letter of transfer from another church, please give church name and address 

below:_____________________________________________________________________________________



Date: 

New Members Class 
Completion of Course 

I have completed the New Members Class, taught by 
Pastor ______ . I am in agreement with the basic 
doctrine and practice of Clifford Baptist Church, and would like to 
proceed to be affirmed by the congregation. 

Signed: 

(Whenever you feel ready for the congregation's affirmation as a 
member of the church, please come to one of the pastors at the 
altar area in the invitation portion of the worship service. You will 
be presented, and a vote will be taken at that time. You will be 
welcomed as a new member, and included in the full fellowship 
and ministry of the church body.) 

-- ------
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